
HERE & THERE
Happy birthday wish-

es today go to CURTIS 
WILLIAMS ...

TODAY’S VERSE
For what profit is it to a 

man if he gains the whole 
world, and loses his own 
soul? Or what will a man 
give in exchange for his 
soul?

Matthew 16:26

TONIGHT: Partly to most-
ly cloudy with scattered 
showers and thunderstorms 
overnight. Low around 75. 
Winds north at 10 to 20 
mph. Chance of rain 50%. 
Thursday: Variable clouds 
with scattered thunder-
storms. High 86. Winds 
northwest at 10 to 15 mph. 
Chance of rain 50%.
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WATER USAGE
Lake Somerville full stage: 238.0.
Lake level at 7 a.m. today: 238.23.
City of Brenham water usage:
   June 20: 3.025 million gallons.
Rainfall this month: 1.90”.
Rainfall this year: 21.35”.
Average annual rainfall: 44.15”.

By Jeff Steers
reporter@brenhambanner.com 

Blinn College trustees Tuesday ap-
proved a $112.6 million budget for 2017-18 
fiscal year.

The budget is a 4.5 percent increase over 
the previous year.

It includes a 3 percent salary increase for 

Blinn approves $112.6M budget

Hensley

Hensley’s title changed 
to chancellor of college By Jeff Steers

reporter@brenhambanner.com 

Blinn College board of trustees accept-
ed a settlement agreement with profes-
sor Sonia Gangotena during their meet-
ing Tuesday night.

The two sides agreed to a $30,000 set-
tlement to be paid to the the professor.

A summary judgement in a U.S. Dis-
trict Court was won by Blinn College, 
but appealed by Gangotena for what she 
claims is retaliation and gender dis-
crimination.

Executive vice president and general 
counsel Mel Waxler said the agreement 
is in the “best interest of both parties.”

Gangotena is still employed with 
Blinn College and the settlement money 
will be paid by the college’s insurance 
carrier.

“On a motion for a summary judge-
ment, Blinn College won hands down,” 
Waxler said. “This is wanting to find a 
way where the parties in the dispute can 
move in their separate directions.”

Settlement with professor OK’d

By Arthur Hahn
arthur@brenhambanner.com

State Sen. Lois W. Kolkhorst 
said she has special plans for a 
Texas Monthly article that lists 
her as one of the worst 10 legisla-
tors.

She’s going to frame it and put 
it on the wall of 
her capitol of-
fice for inspira-
tion.

Texas Month-
ly, which picks 
the “worst” and 
“best” lawmak-
ers after each 
session, didn’t 
think much 
of Kolkhorst’s 
work during this year’s regular 
session, particularly her efforts 
to promote a “bathroom bill” that 
would have required transgender 
people to use public bathrooms 
corresponding with the sex on 
their birth certificate.

The bill passed in the Senate 
but stalled in the House. It’s in-
cluded on Gov. Greg Abbott’s list 
of special session items.

“Let’s state this unequivocal-
ly,” according to the Texas Month-
ly article. “Lois Kolkhorst isn’t 
on the Worst list because she au-
thored the bathroom bill. It’s a di-
visive proposal, but plenty of law-
makers file divisive bills without 
landing on the Worst list.

“We could even forgive the cov-
er story that Kolkhorst and (Lt. 
Gov.) Dan Patrick concocted: they 
claimed we needed to keep wom-
en safe from men entering their 
bathrooms, even though state law 
already addresses that threat.

“The issue isn’t the bill or its 
justifications. The problem is 
how Kolkhorst and Patrick used 
the measure.

“Kolkhorst has said she carried 
the bill, at least in part, as a mat-
ter of faith. And in early March, 

By Arthur Hahn
arthur@brenhambanner.com

Drivers on the Highway 36 
Loop expansion may have no-
ticed that there hasn’t been a lot 
of construction activity there in 
recent weeks.

It’s the birds.
“There’s a federal law out 

there that protects migratory 
birds,” said Mark Shafer, res-
ident engineer with the Texas 
Department of Transporta-
tion’s office here “Once birds 
start nesting, we can’t disturb 
them.

“We have to wait until all the 
baby birds fly away before we 
can start work again.”

The loop between Business 
36 North and U.S. 290 is being 

widened to four lanes. Two new 
concrete southbound lanes and 
a bridge have already been com-
pleted.

Swallows are using the two 
bridges as nesting sites. Hun-
dreds of nests dot the under-
sides of the bridges.

Shafer said traffic will be re-
routed to the two new lanes “in 
the next week or so,” allowing 
the next phase of construction 
to begin — tearing down the old 
bridge and then resurfacing the 
two old lanes with asphalt.

The project remains on sched-
ule for completion sometime 
next spring, said Shafer.

“We’ve shifted some things 
around, but we’re still looking 
at the same completion date,” 
he said.

Highway project awaiting end of nesting season
Nesting swal-
lows at the 
Highway 36 
Loop bridges 
have caused 
stoppage to 
work there. 
The birds are 
protected 
by federal 
law and the 
highway 
department 
can’t disturb 
them during 
nesting.

Derek Hall / 
Banner-Press

Kolkhorst 
placed on 
list of ‘worst 
legislators’

Kolkhorst

By Melissa McCaghren
lifestyles@brenhambanner.com

Practice makes perfect, 
but for musicians who 
have received the oppor-
tunity to participate in 

the Round Top Musical Festi-
val, they have the chance to 
take it even farther.

The 47th annual event is held 
over six weeks with a different 
conductor each week. This 
year’s group features 88 musi-
cians from 17 countries ranging 
in age from 18 to 28. The con-
certs began June 11 and will 
continue through July 15.

Musicians attend master 
classes throughout the day 
to hone their instrumental 
skills. They play a piece they’ve 
learned, and afterward the 
instructor will give them tips to 
improve. The faculty does have 
some international instructors, 
but most are from the United 
States.

In addition, they have private 
lessons, orchestral studies and 
performance opportunities.

The festival itself is highly 
competitive, and musicians 
must apply to attend. Tuition 

for the students is $5,500, and 
fundraisers are held to provide 
scholarships.

For the students however, the 
money is worth it to improve 
their skills and futures as part 
of an orchestra.

Mario Bastea-Forte of Al-
buquerque, New Mexico, who 
plays the cello, heard about the 

festival and decided to apply.
“It’s a competitive festival, so 

I was happy I got in,” he said. 
“It’s just good to learn the rep 
we’re playing here. I can only 
learn so much repertoire at 
school. In my school, I don’t 
play in the orchestra all the 

Students learn, grow 
at annual music festival

Melissa McCaghren / Banner-Press

Participants in this year’s Round Top Music Festival practice a piece under the direction of guest conductor 
Ransom Wilson Tuesday afternoon at Festival Hill. The students have a different conductor each week over the 
six-week event.

Melissa McCaghren / Banner-Press

John DeMartino of Connecticut (left) watches as James VanDemark 
shows him how to finesse his double bass skills during a master 
class Tuesday afternoon at the Edith Bates Old Chapel.
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Blinn College board of trustees accept-
ed a settlement agreement with profes-
sor Sonia Gangotena during their meet-
ing Tuesday night.

The two sides agreed to a $30,000 set-
tlement to be paid to the the professor.

A summary judgement in a U.S. Dis-
trict Court was won by Blinn College, 
but appealed by Gangotena for what she 
claims is retaliation and gender dis-
crimination.
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is in the “best interest of both parties.”

Gangotena is still employed with 
Blinn College and the settlement money 
will be paid by the college’s insurance 
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time so it’s nice to learn more pieces 
and meet people who I wouldn’t know 
otherwise.”

Many of the students found the 
small concert hall in a town of 90 
through fellow students and teachers.

For Juan Alonso, a native of Mex-
ico who is in his second year in the 
master’s program at the University of 
Cincinnati College Conservatory of 
Music, the honor is even more pres-
tigious. The festival selects a single 
tuba player each year, and he earned 
that honor this year.

“I was thinking, well it seems like 
a difficult thing to do since they take 
only one tuba for these festivals,” 
Alonso said. “Fortunately enough 
here I am with these great musi-
cians.”

He applied after input from his 
teacher and a former festival partic-
ipant. When he asked what he could 
do to improve during the summer be-
sides practice, both mentioned partic-
ipating in festivals, including Round 
Top being one mentioned.

“I asked what his thoughts were on 
Round Top, and he said it’s just ba-
sically the best summers of his life,” 
said Alfonso.

Alfonso said being accepted to the 
festival has helped him immensely.

“The faculty here was inspiring 
and very enticing for me just seeing 
that. Just two weeks already I feel I’ve 
grown so much as a player,” he said.

“I would definitely really recom-
mend Round Top for any musician 
really — not just tuba — but anyone 
who is really passionate about mak-

ing music and anyone who wants to 
propel their career as a musician, 
make that transition from student to 
professional.”

Other students in the program are 
excited for the program because it 
offers them a rare opportunity they 
wouldn’t get where they live.

“I had a teacher come — one of the 
cello professors is teaching here,” said 
Bradley Taylor, cellist and a student 
at University of Nevada-Las Vegas. 
“He came down to my school to give a 
master class, and I really enjoyed his 

teaching so my teachers let me know 
he was teaching here so I applied.

“I really enjoy being around a lot of 
musicians who are actually interested 
in what they want to do and everyone 
here has goals for themselves about 
something.

“For example where I live a lot of 
people just aren’t focused, they don’t 
play very much, they don’t really care 
about what they’re doing very much. 
So over here it’s a much better envi-
ronment to thrive, practice, you’re 
inspired by other people to practice.”
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We are your local store to exclusively carry 
the full line of outdoor by Ashley®. Dining 
sets, outdoor seating, umbrellas, fire pits, 
swings, patio heaters, outdoor rugs, 
outdoor dining and so much more...
All on Sale.

Whether you have kids or pets or you simply love a 
low-maintenance way of life. The Nuvella™ outdoor 
furniture by Ashley® will surely have you sitting 
pretty. Plush to the touch yet incredibly durable, its 
stain and abrasion-resistant Nuvella™ upholstery is 
a dream come true.

BRENHAM AGLOW LIGHTHOUSE
The Brenham Aglow Lighthouse will host their monthly speaker 
meeting on June 27 at 7 p.m. John & Lydia McCroskey will be the 
speakers, co-state prayer coordinators for Aglow for the State of 
Texas. They will be sharing about Israel and their recent trip to the 
Holy Land. The meeting will be held at First Christian Church of 
Brenham’s Activity Center, located at 401 Sycamore St. For more 
information, contact Judy Kettrick at 836-8069.

ROCKIN T SQUARE DANCE CLUB SQUARE DANCING
The Rockin T Square Dance Club will host a fun night Aug. 21 and 
Aug. 28 from 7-9 p.m. at Kruse Village’s Tom Swaggart Room, 
1700 E. Stone St. in Brenham. It is one night a week to learn how 
to square dance, with classes starting Sept. 11. For more informa-
tion call Doug and Ruth Schoppe at 836-6004 or Haronl and Lois 
Davis at 979-203-6923.

BRENHAM EVENING LIONS FALL FUNDRAISER
The Brenham Evening Lions will be doing its fall fundraiser Aug. 
15 at Jackson Street Park. A barbecue half chicken will cost $10 
and a stuffed baked potato and trimmings are $9. For tickets call 
836-3120.

COMMUNITY CLEAN UP VOLUNTEERS
Keep Washington County Beautiful is seeking volunteers for trash 
pick-ups along local roads. Get your friends and neighbors togeth-
er, also church and civic groups. Pick the spot you want to see 
clean. KWCB has all the safety gear and pick-up supplies you’ll 
need. Contact kwcb@brenhamtexas.com for more information or 
visit www.KWCBtexas.com.

LIST TO HELP FIND LOST, FOUND PETS
A list has been created to help people list lost pets as well as those 
found. Lacy’s list, a new go-to place for Brenham for lost and 
found pets, is located at the Brenham Veterinary Hospital.

BOOSTER CLUB
The Brenham Booster Club is inviting individuals and/or business-
es to become members of the Booster Club through its annual 
membership drive. The Booster Club supports all Brenham High 
School and Junior High athletes by helping with athletic upgrades 
and equipment, and providing funding for many projects. Mem-
bership applications may be found on the www.brenhamisd.net 
website. Go to Athletics-Booster Club and download the member-
ship form to mail in with a contribution.

Hall
Nova Hall, 87, of Austin, 

passed away on Sunday, 
June 18, 2017.

She is preceded in death 
by her brothers, Clayton 
Hadley and Judge Hadley; 
son, Robert Lee Hall; and 
grandson, Robbie Bittick 
and survived by sons, Da-
vid Spaulding Hall and wife 
Judy, Steven Wayne Hall 
and wife Donna and Mark 
Curtis Hall; daughters, 
Tyna Ann Bittick and part-
ner Patricia Hardway and 
Peggy Jean Wills and hus-
band Gary; brother, Garvis 
Hadley; sister, Ramona Hol-
lan; grandchildren, Peggy 
Sue and wife Patrise, Glenn 
and wife Brandy, Courtney 
and wife Tara, Stephanie 
and husband Casey, Marl, 
Michael and wife Aman-
da, Matt and wife Robyn, 
Heath, Toby, Ashley and 
husband Brandon, Victo-
ria and husband Chris and 
Julia; great-grandchildren, 
Gavin, Jacob, Chase, An-
drew, Haleigh, Benjamin, 
Trinity, Nicholas, Jett, Ga-
briel and Layla; great-great 
grandchildren, Ryleigh as 
well as numerous other fam-
ily members and friends.

Nova was a long time 
member and supporter of 
the First Christian Church 
in Brenham.

Visitation will be at Can-
on Funeral Home Chapel 
on Thursday, June 22, 2017 
from 9-11 a.m. followed by a 
funeral services at 11 a.m. 
Interment will follow at Old 
Salem Cemetery. [Video trib-
ute and guest book at www.
canonfuneralhome.com]

Canon Funeral Home & 
Monument Co., 1420 Farr 
St., Waller, Texas 77484, 
(936) 372-3683,

www.canonfuneralhome.
com.

Hornak
Yvette Hornak, 59, of 

Houston, Texas, passed 
away on Sunday, June 18, 
2017.

Yvette was born in Bell-
ville, Texas on May 20, 1958, 
the daughter of Laddie and 
Beatrice (Zbranek) Hornak.

She is survived by her fa-
ther, Laddie; brother, Gor-
don Hornak and wife, Peg-
gy; sister, Yvonne Nichols 
and husband, Jon David, of 
Houston; four nieces and 
nephews; and other loving 
family members.

Yvette was a long-time em-
ployee with Kroger grocery 
store in Houston.

She was preceded in death 
by her mother, Beatrice.

Visitation will be held to-
day until 7 p.m. at Koenig & 
Strickland Zaskoda Chap-
el, 2280 Main St., Industry, 
Texas. Family will receive 
friends from 5-7 p.m. A rosa-
ry will be recited at 9:30 a.m. 
prior to the funeral service 
on Thursday, June 22, 2017.

Funeral Services will be 
held at Immaculate Concep-
tion Catholic Church, 15994 
Highway 159 West in Indus-
try, at 10 a.m. on Thursday, 
June 22, 2017. Burial will 
follow at Immaculate Con-
ception Catholic Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
made to Immaculate Con-
ception Catholic Church.

Funeral arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
Koenig & Strickland Fu-
neral Home, 208 W. Pearl, 
La Grange, Texas. Family 
and friends can view and 
sign the guestbook online 
at www.lagrangefunerals.
com.

Spencer
Maurice Spencer, 81, East 

Moline, Illinois went home 
to his Savior June 14, 2017 
at Heritage Woods Assisted 
Living in Moline, Illinois 
from complications of multi-
ple myeloma with his broth-
ers at his side.

Arrangements are being 
coordinated and handled by 
Wheelan Pressly Funeral 
Homes & Crematory, Rock 
Island, Illinois and Lewis 
Funeral Home, Brenham. 
Visitation will be Saturday, 
June 24 at 10 a.m. at Mt. Rose 
Missionary Baptist Church, 
Brenham with the service 
at 11 a.m. A luncheon will 
follow.

Maurice was born the 
fifth of 10 children at Old 
Gay Hill, Texas, one of four 
sons and six daughters to 
Walter and Pearl Alcorn 
Spencer. He was baptized at 
Main Street Baptist Church, 
Brenham at age 12 alongside 
his sister Bettye and broth-
er Roscoe.

After graduating from 
Pickard High School in 
Brenham, Maurice joined 
the U.S. Air Force, retiring 
as Master Sergeant after 23-
plus years of distinguished 
and celebrated service, 
trained in Doppler radar 
technology serving as a 
radar technician working 
with Strategic Air Com-
mand. He enjoyed talking 
about the many places in the 

world he had travelled as a 
result of his military career. 
Maurice was a faithful son 
and brother to his family, 
always sharing anything he 
had willingly and making 
sure needs were met.

Many people in the Quad 
Cities, Illinois knew Mau-
rice from his electronics 
mastery working alongside 
his brothers Roscoe and Al-
vin at MARS Electronics in 
East Moline. Maurice was 
amazing in his ability to re-
member people and events 
from earlier days, staying 
in touch with family and 
friends from Texas over the 
years, making new friends 
wherever he went. He was 
an avid sports fan, with ten-
nis being one of his favor-
ites. He could quote people, 
dates and places when it 
came to his love of sports.

In May 2016, for Maurice’s 
80th birthday, his five re-
maining sisters flew to the 
Quad Cities and surprised 
him. The family had a 
birthday party at the home 
of Roscoe and Gloria Spen-
cer. When he was asked to 
say something at the par-
ty, Maurice said, “I’ve had 
a good life, I don’t need or 
want anything, and the 
Lord is my Shepherd, I shall 
not want; He’s all I need. 
The 23rd Psalm is my favor-
ite scripture.”

Maurice never married. 
He will be greatly missed by 
sisters Geneva Elliott, Odes-
sa Howard, the Rev. Bettye 

Damon and Janice (David) 
Allen, all of Texas and Bar-
bara (Ira) Evans, North Lit-
tle Rock, Arkansas; also his 
remaining brothers Roscoe 
(Gloria) Spencer and Alvin 
(Brenda) Spencer, of East 
Moline, Illinois. He has an 
uncle Lawrence Spencer of 
San Antonio, and one aunt 
Vivian Odom of Oakland, 
California as well as many 
nieces, nephews and cous-
ins.

Per Maurice’s request, 
burial will be in Old Gay 
Hill cemetery, where his 
parents, grandparents and 
oldest sister, Viola and old-
est brother, Warren were 
laid to rest, along with many 
other family members.

The family wishes to ac-
knowledge the kindness 
of Dr. Jason Davis and Dr. 
Shobha Chitneni, the nurs-
es, CNAs and full staff at 
Heritage Woods, Moline, 
various doctors, nurses, 
CNAs and staff of Heartland 
Hospice, Davenport, and 
his new friends currently 
residing at Heritage Woods 
who showed great care and 
concern for the past several 
months and for the prayers 
of many who know his fam-
ily. He was also shown great 
friendship and loyalty at his 
bank.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be sent to your fa-
vorite charity in Maurice’s 
name. Notes of expression 
may be left at wheelanpress-
ly.com.
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Bradley Taylor of Las Vegas, Nev. warms up his cello before rehearsing in the 
concert hall Tuesday afternoon during the 47th annual Round Top Music Festival. 
He is one of 88 students from 17 countries participating in this year’s event.
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she and Patrick showed 
exactly what that entailed.

“They held a press con-
ference to announce a ‘one 
million voices’ campaign 
that would educate pastors 
on the bathroom bill and 
encourage them to pres-
sure the House to pass it.

“By joining with evan-
gelical groups in a Chris-
tian lobby effort, Kolk-
horst and Patrick left 
little doubt that they are 
using religion to justify 
persecuting transgender 
people.

“Expressions of faith are 
all well and good, but pub-
lic officials have no busi-
ness provoking a religious 
crusade.”

Kolkhorst, who the 
magazine called “one of 
the smartest members 
of the Legislature,” said 
she is “honored to have 
been highlighted by Tex-
as Monthly for my pas-
sion, my faith and in their 
words, my smarts.”

“I have never been shy 
about sharing my faith, 
values, ethics or beliefs 
in the public arena. If my 
faith lands me on the worst 

list, then that is where I 
need to be each session.

“While I enjoy Texas 
Monthly for its articles and 
features about our beau-
tiful Texas, Austin insid-
ers’ beliefs and mine may 
never align. The editors of 
the magazine decided to 
criticize me for working 
with pastors from across 
Texas and fighting for leg-
islation that prevents men 
and boys from entering 
female locker rooms and 
restrooms in our public 
schools.

“I think my values and 
beliefs are in line with the 
vast majority of moms and 
dads across Texas and in 
my senate district. I will 
frame this article and 
use it as inspiration to do 
what’s right everyday, not 
what’s politically correct.”

Kolkhorst in the past 
has been lauded by the 
magazine.

“While serving in the 
House, she earned a place 
on the Best list in 2007, 
when we wrote that the 
former collegiate golfer’s 
‘competitive zeal’ always 
found the fairway,” accord-
ing to Texas Monthly’s lat-
est ratings. “Unfortunate-
ly, she spent 2017 playing 
in the rough.”

Kolkhorst
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By Julie Bykowicz
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Out: 
White House press briefings 
and presidential interviews. 
In: tweet-storms and politi-
cal rallies.

President Donald Trump 
has swapped tradition-
al forms of White House 
transparency for direct but 
one-way communication 
through Twitter and speech-
es to friendly audiences.

As he heads to Iowa today 
for his fifth political rally 
while in office, Trump is 
reducing the importance 
of White House press brief-
ings. Sean Spicer, the embat-
tled press secretary, spoke 
for 30 minutes Tuesday and 
didn’t answer a number of 
basic questions, including 
whether the president be-
lieves Russia interfered in 
the 2016 election and wheth-
er Trump had seen the hotly 
debated Senate health care 
bill.

Once more freewheel-
ing exchanges, briefings 
have been shrinking both 
in length and content as 
Trump’s senior aides clamp 
down on information and 
contend with the president’s 
own lack of message dis-
cipline and preference for 
speaking directly to his fan 
base.

The administration has 

erected other barriers to 
transparency as well, such 
as refusing to make its vis-
itor logs public. And Trump 
hasn’t held a full news con-
ference since February, or 
participated in interviews 
since the end of April.

The White House’s less-is-
best approach to public in-
formation has become more 
pronounced since Trump 
returned from his nine-day, 
five-nation tour in late May.

White House officials 
believed the trip garnered 
good coverage even though 
the president eschewed a 
longtime presidential tra-
dition of holding a news 
conference overseas and 
instead provided only lim-
ited public press brief-
ings. About the same time, 
probes into Russian elec-
tion interference and the 
Trump campaign’s possible 
role in it provided a fresh 
incentive for the president 
and White House officials 
to avoid question-and-an-
swer sessions sure to be 
dominated by the unwel-
come topic.

Those developments may 
have reinforced what was 
already on Trump’s mind: 
On May 12, he had tweeted, 
“Maybe the best thing to do 
would be to cancel all future 
‘press briefings’ and hand 
out written responses for 
the sake of accuracy???”

Trump tweetstorms 
wash away White 
House press briefings


