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Burn Ban Is Lifted
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This Week’s Forecast
  High Low
Tuesday:  92 76
 Thunderstorms
Wednesday: 95 75
 Partly Cloudy
Thursday: 98 74
 Partly Cloudy
Friday: 99 74 
 Clear
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Winedale Singers 
Winedale German singers 

to perform at Fayette Opry.
See page A5

Grief Support  
Hospice Brazos Valley 

will host a Grief support 
Group on the third Tuesday of 
each month from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. for anyone whose 
grieving the loss of a spouse. 
Hospice Brazos Valley is lo-
cated at 1048 N. Jefferson in 
La Grange. For more informa-
tion, contact Cindy Fanning at 
(979) 968-6913.

Legion Meeting 
The american Legion 

Post 102 and american Le-
gion auxiliary unit 102 will 
meet on Wednesday, June 
14 at the VFW home located 
at 500 Veterans Memorial 
drive in La Grange. auxiliary 
members are asked to bring 
sandwiches or a dessert. New 
members are always welcome.

Reading Program 
The summer Reading 

Club fun continues. Join on 
Wednesday June 14 at 10:15 
a.m. at the Fayette Public Li-
brary, 855 s. Jefferson in La 
Grange, to welcome special 
guest, the Fayette County 
sheriff’s department.

Superintendent Jeff Harvey hands out silver medals to Fayetteville players following the Lions’ 11-7 
loss to Abbott in the state UIL 1A baseball game. See Sports in section B for complete coverage of the 
state baseball finals.                         Photo by Andy Behlen

By H.H. & JEAN HOWZE
The Fayette County Record

Every Tuesday throughout 
the Festival Hill concert season, 
The Record will publish a brief 
feature about one of the young 
musicians. Below is the first of 
these features.

The concertmaster for the 
opening orchestral concert was 
Kurt Munstedt, a completely en-
gaging and passionate spokes-
man for classical music and for 
the program at the Round Top 
Music Festival. “The grounds 
and the facilities here are ‘state 
of the art,’” he said during a 
short pause in his busy week-
one schedule there.

at age 25, Munstedt has 20 
years of experience playing the 
violin, so what does a musician 
get from attending a summer 

institute such as the Round Top 
Music Festival? 

“Practical experience. We 
have to put on a concert every 
week. Most of us are still in 
school, and we have a lot more 

time (in school) to put together a 
concert. But this is more in line 
with the professional standard 
of preparation. It really gets us 
ready for professional orches-
tra.”

as concertmaster for the 
opening orchestral concert, 
Munstedt had “the responsi-
bility of leading the orchestra. 
He takes what the conductor is 
doing and translates it” for the 
orchestra. He described the po-
sition as “a conduit between the 
conductor and the orchestra.” 

The orchestra performed 
Rachmaninoff’s symphony No. 
2, which  Munstedt said was 
written in a lush romantic style, 
using the violin as a “very vocal 
instrument to lead the orchestra 
most of the time.” 

Lions Finish Second in State

Who’s on the Hill?

The Back Porch BBQ and 
Grill made Honorable Mention 
in the Texas Monthly’s 50 Best 
BBQ Joints in the magazine’s 
June 2017 issue. Texas Monthly 
only produces “the list” every 
four years. 

In the June publication, out 
on stands now, Texas Monthly 
specifically recognized Back 
Porch BBQ of La Grange for 
their “cheesy Porch Potatoes”, 
house specialty Porch slaw and 
sausage.

“Being in Texas Monthly 
has been on our bucket list since 
opening in april 2012. While 
we didn’t make the Top 50 (this 
time), we are pretty dang proud 
of our honorable mentions,” Ko-
rin Burnett said. 

Offering the region’s most 
flavorful menu in the tradition of 
slow-smoked and home-inspired 
BBQ, the Back Porch opened in 
the spring of 2012. since then, 
Back Porch has expanded the 
menu to include great burgers, 
grill items and specialty items 
like pulled pork tacos, BBQ 
loaded fries, BBQ nachos and 
much more. The menu offerings 
are diverse, flavorful and genu-

ine at the Back Porch. 
“We work hard every day 

to make the best food for the 
people that come through our 
door. days and nights can be 
pretty long (and hot) so being 
recognized by such a prestigious 
group feels really good,” der-
rick Burnett said. “With lots of 
hard work and an amazing staff, 
we’ve come a long way. Now we 
have sights set on making the 
2021 Top 50 List.”

For more information about 
the Back Porch BBQ and Grill or 
to learn more about the Burnett 
family’s story, please visit www.
thebackporchbbq.com.

Derrick Burnett, who owns Back Porch BBQ in La Grange with his 
wife Korin Burnett, said he is proud of the honorable mention his 
restaurant received in the June 2017 issue of Texas Monthly.

La Grange’s Back Porch 
Recognized in Texas 
Monthly BBQ Edition

Violinist Kurt Munstedt
Photo by H. H. Howze

Veterans Pack the House for Town 
Hall about La Grange VA Clinic

La Grange veteran Dick Frenzel, standing in the crowd, asks a question of Christopher Staples, right, 
manager of the Central Texas VA Health Care System, at a town hall meeting on Thursday, June 8. The 
VA called the town hall to discuss plans for possibly relocating the La Grange VA Clinic.

Photo by Andy Behlen

Scott Parker to Resign 
as Justice of the Peace
By ANDY BEHLEN
The Fayette County Record

Pct. 1 Justice of the Peace 
scott Parker announced last 
week that he plans to resign his 
position effective at the end of 
this month.

“It has been my honor to 
serve the citizens in Fayette 
County as Justice of the Peace, 
Precinct 1, since January 2005. 
It is with a great deal of gratitude 
that I would like to inform my 
consitituents that I am resigning 
from my elected position at the 
end of June 2017,” Parker said in 
a statement issued on Thursday, 
June 8.

Parker, a democrat, cited 
personal and family reasons 
for his decision to leave office. 
Parker said he is making the an-
nouncement now in order to give 
anyone thinking about running 
for the position time to make 
their decision. Candidates must 

file for a place on the March 
2018 primary ballot between 
Nov. 11 and dec. 11.

“I would like to take this time 
to thank all the people of Fayette 
County for your continued sup-
port over the years. I truly ap-
preciate the trust and confidence 
which has been placed in me to 
effect a fair, impartial and non-
partisan environment in the Fay-
ette County Justice system.

“I would especially like to 
extend my deepest appreciation 
to my dormer and current staff as 
well as my family. I will forever 
be grateful for the loyalty and 
dedication you have shown as 
we’ve walked together through 
this 12 year journey.

“Once again, my deepest ap-
preciation to everyone in Fayette 
County for allowing me to be 
a small part of the rich history 
of such a strong community.,” 
Parker said.

By ANDY BEHLEN
The Fayette County Record

The word spread quickly 
among local veterans last week 
after the department of Veterans 
affairs announced a town hall 
meeting on Thursday, June 8, to 
discuss the possibility of relocat-
ing the La Grange Va Clinic to 
Bastrop. 

about 200 veterans from 
Fayette and surrounding coun-
ties filled the Fayette County ag 
Building in La Grange to hear 
about the proposal from Christo-
pher staples, director of the Cen-
tral Texas Veterans Health Care 
system, and his leadership team.

“In Houston, when we send 
out a notice that we’re having a 
veterans town hall, we may have 

20 people show up, and that’s 
in a city of almost three million 
people,” said sandles. “so I’m 
ecstatic that we have a room full 
of people here.”

sandles said the Va has 
no immediate plans to close or 
move the La Grange Va clinic. 
He said the Va is exploring 
various plans to serve the health 
care needs of the growing vet-
eran population in Central Texas. 
sandles said the Central Texas 
Veterans Health Care system is 
the one of the Va’s fastest grow-
ing regions in the nation.

“(The austin Va) clinic is 
already five to six years ahead 
of its initial growth targets,” san-
dles said.

One of the agency’s plans for 
addressing that growth involves 

moving the La Grange clinic 
to Bastrop, where it would be 
staffed by Va personnel. He said 
such a plan would alleviate de-
mand at the austin clinic while 
also providing more services and 
Va doctors to those currently 
using the La Grange clinic. The 
Va currently contracts with the 
private firm sterling Medical to 
staff the La Grange clinic.

“When you look around this 
room you don’t see young peo-
ple, like the ones moving into 
Round Rock and austin looking 
for jobs,” said dick Frenzel, past 
commander of the La Grange 
VFW. “These people have a hard 
time going as far as Bastrop for 
anything. We need those services 
here in La Grange, where people 

See VA, back page

By JEAN HOWZE
The Fayette County Record

Thomas English, a bassoon-
ist from Indiana, drove from 
Chicago to Round Top, arriving 
the day before the first rehears-
als. He is studying at Juilliard, 
completing his master’s degree. 
English has a long list of honors 
and awards including second 
prize in the International Double 
Reed Society’s 2013 Young Art-
ist Competition. You may have 
heard him perform as a soloist 
on NPR’s From the Top.

And how much does a mu-
sician at this level practice? “I 
try to get in three hours a day 
of independent practice. Then 
we have 3½ hours of orchestra 
practice, 1½ hours of sectionals, 
then depending on how many 
chamber groups you are in, 1½ 
to 3 hours every other day for 

that. Then we have lessons, too,” 
meaning private lessons with the 
faculty members in residence at 
Festival Hill. English agreed that 
being a student at Festival Hill is 
a full-time job.

After completing his mas-
ter’s degree, English plans to 
audition for a position in an or-
chestra, and “being (at Festival 
Hill) is great preparation for 
that,” he said.  

Who’s On the Hill?
Our Weekly Look at the Young Musicians 

Performing This Summer at Round Top’s Festival Hill 

Thomas English
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