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Hensley’s title changed
to chancellor of college
By Jeff Steers
reporter@brenhambanner.com

Blinn College trustees Tuesday approved a $112.6 million budget for 2017-18
fiscal year.
The budget is a 4.5 percent increase over
the previous year.
It includes a 3 percent salary increase for
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OK’d on
placed
By Jeff Steers

reporter@brenhambanner.com

Blinn College board of trustees accepted a settlement agreement with professor Sonia Gangotena during their meeting Tuesday night.
The two sides agreed to a $30,000 settlement to be paid to the the professor.
A summary judgement in a U.S. District Court was won by Blinn College,
but appealed by Gangotena for what she
claims is retaliation and gender discrimination.

Executive vice president and general
counsel Mel Waxler said the agreement
is in the “best interest of both parties.”
Gangotena is still employed with
Blinn College and the settlement money
will be paid by the college’s insurance
carrier.
“On a motion for a summary judgement, Blinn College won handsBy
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instructor will give them tips to
improve. The faculty does have
some international instructors,
but most are from the United
States.
In addition, they have private
lessons, orchestral studies and

class Tuesday afternoon at the Edith Bates Old Chapel.

for the students is $5,500, and
fundraisers are held to provide
scholarships.
For the students however, the
money is worth it to improve
their skills and futures as part

festival and decided to apply.
“It’s a competitive festival, so
I was happy I got in,” he said.
“It’s just good to learn the rep
we’re playing here. I can only
learn so much repertoire at

bathrooms, even though state law
already addresses that threat.
“The issue isn’t the bill or its
justifications. The problem is
how Kolkhorst and Patrick used
the measure.
“Kolkhorst has said she carried
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values, ethics or beliefs
in the public arena. If my
faith lands me on the worst

est ratings. “Unfortunately, she spent 2017 playing
in the rough.”

Yvette was a long-time employee with Kroger grocery
store in Houston.

with Strategic Air Command. He enjoyed talking
about the many places in the

Festival
Continued from A1

time so it’s nice to learn more pieces
and meet people who I wouldn’t know
otherwise.”
Many of the students found the
small concert hall in a town of 90
through fellow students and teachers.
For Juan Alonso, a native of Mexico who is in his second year in the
master’s program at the University of
Cincinnati College Conservatory of
Music, the honor is even more prestigious. The festival selects a single
tuba player each year, and he earned
that honor this year.
“I was thinking, well it seems like
a difficult thing to do since they take
only one tuba for these festivals,”
Alonso said. “Fortunately enough
here I am with these great musicians.”
He applied after input from his
teacher and a former festival participant. When he asked what he could
do to improve during the summer besides practice, both mentioned participating in festivals, including Round
Top being one mentioned.
“I asked what his thoughts were on
Round Top, and he said it’s just basically the best summers of his life,”
said Alfonso.
Alfonso said being accepted to the
festival has helped him immensely.
“The faculty here was inspiring
and very enticing for me just seeing
that. Just two weeks already I feel I’ve
grown so much as a player,” he said.
“I would definitely really recommend Round Top for any musician
really — not just tuba — but anyone
who is really passionate about mak-
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Bradley Taylor of Las Vegas, Nev. warms up his cello before rehearsing in the
concert hall Tuesday afternoon during the 47th annual Round Top Music Festival.
He is one of 88 students from 17 countries participating in this year’s event.
ing music and anyone who wants to
propel their career as a musician,
make that transition from student to
professional.”
Other students in the program are
excited for the program because it
offers them a rare opportunity they
wouldn’t get where they live.
“I had a teacher come — one of the
cello professors is teaching here,” said
Bradley Taylor, cellist and a student
at University of Nevada-Las Vegas.
“He came down to my school to give a
master class, and I really enjoyed his

teaching so my teachers let me know
he was teaching here so I applied.
“I really enjoy being around a lot of
musicians who are actually interested
in what they want to do and everyone
here has goals for themselves about
something.
“For example where I live a lot of
people just aren’t focused, they don’t
play very much, they don’t really care
about what they’re doing very much.
So over here it’s a much better environment to thrive, practice, you’re
inspired by other people to practice.”
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